Calculus Mini-Project Spring 2006

The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate that you really could do (or have the potential to do) an interesting, high-quality project as a viable option instead of a final exam. 

1. Teams of 1 or 2 students.

2. Do a search on the Internet and find an interesting application(s) of 

     (a) the “average value of a function,” 
     or 
     (b) the “area under the curve.”

3. Using appropriate technology for the math (e.g. Math Type equation editor in MS Word and/or Maple), write a mini-paper carefully explaining what you found in 2., assuming your audience is a group of students like you, who know the basic calculus concepts, but do not know the application you are explaining.

4. Your mini-paper should be three pages long, not including references. It should have the structure of an expository paper in which you are trying to introduce and explain applications of math concepts to someone who needs a very careful explanation of the details in order to understand what is going on. So, your mini-paper should have an introduction, main body, a conclusion, and a page of references.

5. This assignment is due (before spring break) Friday, March 17, 2006.

6. This assignment has the same point value as a 25 point quiz.

